We tested the diagnostic sensitivity of various urinary analytes for detecting cadmium-induced nephropathy at an early stage.
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We tested the diagnostic sensitivity of various urinary analytes for detecting cadmium-induced nephropathy at an early stage.
We investigated 73 healthy persons (control group 1) and indMduals exposed to cadmium, either environmentally (n = 36, risk group 2) or occupationally (n = 62, exposed group 3). AH data were related to limits The exposed workers had Urine cadmium (pmol/mol creatinine) Figure   3B ) and y-glutamyltransferase (Figure 4D ) did not increase in either the risk group or the exposed group, the two brush-border enzymes alanine aminopeptidase ( Figure   4B ) and alkaline phosphatase ( Figure   4C ) as well as the lysosomal enzyme N-acetyl--D-glucosaminidase ( Figure  4A ) and retinol-binding protein were increased even in the risk group. #{149} The distal tubular indicator lcallikrein was not changed in groups 2 and 3 in comparison with the control group; in the subgroup of subjects exposed >5 years, however, a distinct decrease was observed (Figure4E) .
#{149}
In the subgroup of subjects exposed to cadmium <5 years, excretion rates of all analytes studied were not different from those of the control group (Figures 2-4 
The prevalence of abnormal values negligibly
increased when these two analytes were combined with the other markers evaluated. For example, the a1-microglobulin ( Figure  3A 
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